pazagus igital
or

toensureanew harvest

n the autumn, when the foliage turns yellow, the

sugars synthesized by the plant are redirected

towards the crown. Pulverisation should be un-
dertaken when the soil temperature at the crown is
below 10 degrees Celsius. Warning - pulverising too
carly canlead to aresumption of activity of the crown
and new spears shooting.
Toachieve early, straight, rusty-free and good quality
asparagus, theridge needs to be well draining with an
excellent soil structure over the whole profile.

Warning - pulverising too
early canlead to aresumption
of activity of the crown and
new spears shooting.

all the foliage is dry and the
temperature of the soil at the plateau is below
10 degrees

when the soil

is well dried out which allows for an excellent
structure: during the ridging process avoid in-
corporating into the ridge any foliage from the pre-
vious vegetation (rust, twisted and split asparagus)

after the ridging

processinorder to maintainits good structure:

when theridgingis done very early, itis possible

to use the black/white mulch film, white side out-

most in order to limit its warming too prematurely

and to achieve the correct temperature necessary
for the plant.
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Apply black/white mulch
right fromtheridging
tolimit soil heating.
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Probes ntheridge

Temperature measurement

is essential before and during
harvest. Probes can helptoget to
know it and manage it better.

Before

To measure hours of cold that ensure good reserves
generating an early harvest, good calibre and high
yield.

During

Knowing the temperature at the plateau level will
help manage the daily volumes harvested: laddition-
al degree = +30 kg/ha per day in low temperatures.

The management of mulching
canbe planned forup to 3days
inadvance dependingon
current weather databutalso
thanks to the weather forecasts
(see Asparagus World No.2).
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Managing the temperature well

at the top of the ridge - avoid the burning of the
1 tips emerging from the ground

in the centre of the mound - to obtain good
quality especially in terms of the quality of the
tip (closed point)

maximum yields while avoiding the flowering
of asparagus as well as burnt tips

3 on the 3 levels: plateau, centre, top - to obtain

MANAGING THE TEMPERATURE WELL

Equipment
2 types of probes offer the same service as Bosch®”
during the asparagus harvest:

- Challenge Agriculture with its Watermark probes
offers the same services as Bosch with year-
round irrigation managementat 3 or 4 depths

- CoRHIZEandits capacitive probe offers the same
services as Challenge and also tracks NO3 and K
in the ground

(1) The Bosch Asparagus Monitoring service is taken over
by FounderslL.ane GmbH from January 1, 2021.
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he implantation of an asparagus crop can be

done using different parts of the asparagus: the

transplant, the crown and more rarely using
the seed. To be sure of availability of the varieties, in
the quantity and quality of the desired transplants,
it is imperative to order the crowns one year before
transplanting. Delivery of transplants usually takes
about 2 months form ordering. For many of you, now
is the time to ask yourselves the question.

The transplant and the crown come about as a com-
bination of the creativity of the breeder who gives the
genetic potential to the variety and of the know-how

of the nurserymanwho accumulates the energy of the
transplant in the crown or transplant. The calibre of
the crown facilitates recovery and ensures the emer-
gence of the first stems. Equally as important as the
weight, the regularity of weight of the batch of crowns
counts towards facilitating transplanting (especially
with high densities) and ensuring the homogeneity of
the plot to come. A good crown is one with a spread
plateau, balanced to facilitate its future development
and a large number of spears, on average of 5 to 7
(variable depending on the varieties). Stocky crowns
canalsofacilitate machine transplanting and/or their
installation during high-density transplanting (8 to 9
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can
make up for a lack of crown
availability. Additionally it
sometimes makes choosing
varieties easier or makes

it easier to order later.

The soil plug also allows

for planting in growing
condition. It can also make
it easier to plantin heavy
soil. Nursery owners already
have a supply of transplants
and some are offering
avariety of soil plugs.

offered
to professionals
weigh at least
40 grams. Some
nurseries even
offer several
categories of
crowns depending
on the weight of
40-70g and 70g+ which also correspond to categories A
and A+ The crowns are soaked in an antifungal treatment,
except those destined for the organic market for which
there is now a specific supply of organic transplants.

crowns per linear meter). On receipt, if the batches
are heterogeneous it is important to sort the crowns
according to the calibre to avoid fatal competition to
the smallest crowns that wither after afew years (2 to
3yearsafter planting).
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'nnovations from plastic film
manufacturers

The use of plastic

cover films has brought
asparagus cultivationinto
anew area. Manufacturers
are offering many options
and innovations.

Managing the temperature
of the ridge using films

The data provided by Engels Machines
shows that it is possible to regulate the
temperature of the ridge by managing the
different plastics and their positioning.
Taking 100 as a base for the mini-
tunnel+black plastic configuration,
thereis a decreasing gradient of the
thermal effect of different combinations.
Inany case, the white face reduces the thermal effect of the sun the
most (base 10) but it cannot be said to cool the ridge. This management
of the various plastic covers can be carried out during the harvest with
the aid of machines without extra working time. Given the strategic
importance of plastic films, manufacturers have expanded their range
with increasingly specific and technical films. The thickness of the films
increases mainly due to the directionin which itis placed onto the arch.

{

he use of plastic, thermal and

I black/white films is primarily a
way to improve the yields of an
asparagus, but they can also be used

to modify the impact of climatic con-
ditions (see boxed text).

Europlastic

Reyenvas

According to Daios, when placed
perpendicularly the film requires to be
of a thickness of 50 microns to ensure
its maintenance. On the other hand,

a film placed parallel to the arch must
have a thickness of 70 microns. But
the covering and uncovering of films
placed perpendicular to the arches
increases harvest time by 30%. To

get around this, some manufacturers
offer “compromise solutions” between
precocity and ease of use by welding
together a black/white pocket plastic
film and a thermal plastic film.
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According to Europlastic, the
manufacturer of this film, the thermal
filmis enriched with UV stabilizers
inorder to increase its lifespan and
make it equivalent to the black/
white film. The two associated films
also stand up better to manipulation
which extends the life of the cover.

Reyenvas offersinits range, a7

layer film thanks to the technology

of interspersing a thermal layer into
the black-white film. Thicker (175
microns) and more resistant, its
lifespan will be extended to provide
a partial solution to the problem of
plastic recycling. Plastics are also
becoming more discreet. For this
reason, manufacturers such as Daios
and Reyenvas offer green/white films
to betterintegrate into the landscape.
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-aced with Covid prevent
and protect

Some Advice on 3levels.

wave of Covid is looming. Could it happen during

the 2021 season, as it did in 20207 A few precau-
tions are necessary in order to welcome employees
onto farms as safely as possible.

I t's hard to predict the future, but the risk of a third

1/ Recruitment and deployment
of employees
- Itisdesirable to recruit workers of several na-
tionalities in order to avoid the risk of closed
borders. In 2020, for example, borders with
Eastern European countries were closed for a
while, whereas the border was open with Spain
- Prepare and send employment contracts that

will allow the free movement of harvesters Compliance with barrier
for the whole journey from their home to the measures and health regulations
workplace: requirement: covid test or the vac- must be in effect throughout

cine required before departure. the production chain.

2/ Receiving employees onto the farm
- Compliance with barrier measures and health
regulations must be in effect throughout the
production chain: at the farm, during trans-
port, on the plot, in the packaging station, in
the accommodation

3/ For marketing
- limit bulk, favour recyclable individual pack-
aging
- strengthen the relationship between producer
and consumer if you market yourself: com-
munication, drive, home delivery or grouped

Theindividual packaging was
acclaimedin spring 2020.

Page 5/7



ECOGREEN ITALIA
Ferrara, Italy
+39051909044 !
info@leozann.it
www.ecogreenitalia.com



https://www.ecogreenitalia.com/

AW D
r

NEWSLETTER N1

Germany s 2020 asparagus
seasonamixed bag

BY MICHAEL KOCH,AGRARMARKT INFORMATIONS-GESELLSCHAFT MBH, AMI

ny’'s 2020 asparagus season one to remem-

ber. There was some concern at the start,
and lots of challenges, but all in all, the season
wentbetter than expected. On the one hand, the
pandemic meant that forlong stretches, the hos-
pitality sector ceased to be the important source
of demand it usually is for asparagus. But on the
other hand, a labour shortage meant it wasn't
possible to harvest all the asparagus fields any-
way. Combined with an increase in purchases by
German households, the result was a fairly stable
market, one in which asparagus cost consumers
more than it did the previous year.
In April, the average price for asparagus at retail
was 9.09 €/kg, which was 29% higher than in the
same month in 2019. In May it was 7.61 €/kgand in

T he COVID-19 crisis certainly made Germa-

AVERAGE WEEKLY WHOLESALE SELLING

PRICE FOR GERMAN WHITE ASPARAGUS

INSELECTION 16-26 MM IN EUR/KG

Preise nur kurzzeitig unter Druck

Durchschnittlicher wochentlicher GroRhandelsabgabepreis fiir deutschen @
weillen Spargel in der Sortierung 16-26mm in EUR/kg
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© AMI 2020/0G-129 | AMI-informiert.de Quelle: AMI, BLE
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June 8.01 €/kg, which in both cases was 17% more
respective to the same months last year.
Thanks mainly to the higher prices, but also due
to increased consumer purchases in April and
May, the consumer spend on asparagus rose
to its highest level for the last six years, which
was about 30% above that of the previous year.
Though prices didn't fall as far as they did in the
past two years during supermarket promotions,
the retail buyers made no concessions during ne-
gotiations, despite growers highlighting the fact
that production costs have risen. In the end, it's a
free marketandifitallows retailers to buy aspar-
agus atacertain price, they will. Butirrespective
of the pandemic, the fundamental issue remains
- is that price enough for the long term and sus-
tainable production of asparagus in Germany?

FURTHERRESTRICTION OF THE YIELD AREA

Weitere Einschréankung der Ertragsflache

Ertragsflachen 2020 Marktversorgung
in hal in 1.000 t&
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(1) Yield area 2020 in ha (totally: 21900 ha)
(2) Market supply in 1000t (Domestic production/Imports)
(3) Asparagusareain 1.000 ha (including new plantations)
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Asparagus sector
INdifficUlty
in Perus

Fears about
effect of farm
worker pay
reforminPeru

conditions in Peru, the Peruvian Institute of

Asparagus and Vegetables (IPEH) has raised
concerns that too big an increase in their mini-
mum pay would have many negative effects on the
asparagus sector. The country’s Congress is un-
derstood to have repealed an old farm law under
which labourers often received very low salaries
but debate is continuing on its replacement, spe-
cifically a clause around higher base salaries for
them. In a statement dated December 17, IPEH said

a s farm workers protest for better working

acall by some legislators to increase the base salary
by up to 50% would drive up producer costs and
force them to re-evaluate their investments. It said
this could resultin the disappearance of about 625
smallasparagus producers as they wouldn'tbe able
to afford to pay for labour, and nearly 50 medium
andlarge producers would disappear because they
would no longer be competitive. Such a major con-
traction of Peru's asparagus industry, and the con-
sequent loss of wages, would have flow-on effects
including increased poverty inrural areas and the
loss of over 9,000 ha of asparagus, which would
mean a 75 000 tonnes drop (worth over US $230
million FOB) in Peru’s asparagus export capacity,
IPEH estimates.
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Anincreasein the minimumwage
would have many negative effects
onthe asparagus sectorand theloss
of over 9,000 ha of asparagus.
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